
 

County district records 

spike in enrollment 
Superintendent gets ‘surprise’ as HCHS and 

kindergarten classes show largest increases 
Mike Howard received what he calls a “pleasant surprise” on his first day as superintendent of 

Harlan County Schools. 

When the district’s nine schools tallied their first day enrollment, what many in the district had 

feared would be a decline in enrollment turned out to be the opposite. The district, despite the county’s 

economic downturn, showed an increase in its student population. 

And, as day two,  three, four and five enrollments came in, the surprise continued as more 

students showed up to enroll. 

“Our greatest growth is in our kindergarten,” said Howard. “We have a very large kindergarten 

enrollment across the district. On last check that number had reached 380.” 

According to the district’s figures, the school year ended in May with 4,015 students. By the 

time the tally was made on Friday for new enrollment, the district had grown to 4,065 students and 

climbed to 4,096 students by the Tuesday morning. This is 81 more students than were enrolled on the 

last day of school last year -- May 5. 

“We expect to enroll a few more Tuesday,” he noted. “Then, I believe it will level out.” 

“Traditionally, the Harlan County Schools have lost more than 100 students from its enrollment 

annually due to the declining population in the region. Population projections for the county and the 

district’s pre-school screenings did not indicate the kindergarten class would be as large as it is, Howard 

said. 

“I am very happy for our district, but especially our schools,” said Howard. “When you lose 

students, you lose staff. And, at the same time, you are still held accountable for all of the state and 

federal mandates. Our schools are very good schools.”  



“People are choosing Harlan County Schools because of the educational enhancement 

opportunities being offered. I certainly attribute some of the overall increase to the expanding 

curriculum at Harlan County High School which includes very low cost dual credit college courses. 

Parents are seeing the benefit of this program when students are graduating from high school with a 

substantial number of college credit hours. We have some students who have earned college 

sophomore status by the time they walk across the stage and get their high school diploma.” 

By the end of day five, the high school had an enrollment of about 57 more students than were 

there on the last day of last year. 

Howard said the enrollment shows the greatest increase occurred at Black Mountain 

Elementary. “Most of our elementary schools are holding steady.” 

 

 


